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UAGC SVA

A YEAR IN REVIEW

Thank you for making this an
incredible year! What's in this

As we wrap up an incredible year, we're reflecting on the HCWSIQttGI'?
strides we've made together—building a stronger, more

Yearly Insights
connected community for student veterans. From successful

events to new partnerships, our chapter has grown Member Reflections
tremendously and we're not stopping here! We'd love for YOU .
to be part of what's next. Join us at an upcoming meeting or Letters from the cabinet

event, and let’s continue to make 2025 even more impactful! .
P S.T.AR Partnership
Dive in to our first issue of the UAGC SVA Chapter newsletter- NATCON Experience
A Year in Review!
Looking Ahead

The University of Arizona Global Campus

The UAGC SVA Chapter Founded March 2024




UAGC SVA- A Year in Review 2025 Page 2

A Letter from Founding
President-Clinton

Birchfield

As | reflect on this past year as the founding president of
the UAGC SVA Chapter, | am struck by the incredible
journey our chapter has taken and the community we
have built together. What began as an idea to create a
space for student veterans to connect, support one
another, and share resources has blossomed into
something truly impactful. From achieving active
chapter status to organizing events that foster
belonging and personal growth, we have laid a strong
foundation for future success. Personally, serving in this
role has been one of the most rewarding experiences of
my life. It has challenged me as a leader, reinforced the
value of collaboration, and reminded me of the power of
shared purpose. This chapter is more than just a student
organization, it is a testament to the strength and
resilience of our veteran community. As we move
forward, | am confident that the bonds we have forged
and the progress we have made will continue to shape
our journey in meaningful ways. Thank you to all the
members, advisors, and supporters who have been part
of this remarkable year.

Event

The 2024 UAGC Commencement ceremony was d
success, we had a booth set up with a meet and great
cabinet and advisors. Join us at the next
commencement and get your picture with us! Clinton
Birchfield came out to meet students and celebrate the
new Chapter status!

Clinton Birchfield at SVA Ladership
Institute 2023

Where the journey to
become a Chapter began!

After attending the 2024 NATCON, our
advisor, Laurissa Armstead, immediately
got to work with the Military Support and

Leadership Club cabinet members to
review and redesign the constitution and
bylaws. Once that was completed, we
formed a full cabinet and voted to
transition into an SVA Chapter. With the
transition underway, we applied for Active
Chapter Status and proudly achieved it on
March 19, 2024! This milestone marks an
exciting moment, but the real work was
just beginning and we went full steam
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Military Spouse Melissa Galaise
Share's Her UAGC SVA Sto

My experience with SVA has been a positive one. As
a miliary spouse, | was hesitant to step into a
leadership position because | felt like | did not
belong. That could not be further from the truth. All
military affiliated students are welcomed with open
arms, and we all bring different perspective to the
chapter. As the founding Executive Administrator, |
have watched the chapter grow and thrive thanks to
the hard work of all the cabinet members and the
advisors. | was able to attend several events
including a Regional Summit in Denver, the
Leadership Institute in D.C. and the National
Convention (NATCON) in Colorado Springs. Each
event offers a unique experience for military
affiliated students. | am grateful to be part of a
community that understands the challenges that
come with military life and offers the opportunities
for personal and professional growth.

Regional Summit-SVA
Programming

Thanks to the scholarships we were able to offer, we
were able to offer our SVA members an opportunity to
a regional summit that was in close proximity. One of
our cabinet members, Melissa Galaise, had the
opportunity to attend the summit in Denver, CO, and
the experience was invaluable. The takeaways were
incredible, including enhanced Ileadership skills,
networking with other student veterans, and gaining
insights into the resources and opportunities available
to our community. Attending an SVA regional summit
offers participants the chance to strengthen their
connections, learn from industry experts, and bring
back knowledge to help our chapter continue to grow
and thrive.

2025 Regional Summit Scholarship
Information Coming Soon!

Melissa Galaise at SVA Leadership
Institute 2024

Regional Summit-SVA
Programming 2025

GET READY FOR

REGIONAL 7"
SUMMITS ~ oscs

2 0 2 5 July 31 - August 2
The definitive experience for
planning and building a world
class Student Veterans of
America® (SVA) Chapter.

WWW, org/regi

SocCal
August 14 - 16

Indianapolis
August 21 - 23

Regional Summits provide the tools,
techniques, and tactics needed for
student veterans to manage a
successful and sustainable student
organization.

Find a location close to you, they are
free to attend. You must register
through mySVA, if you have set up
your profile and been added to our
roster do that today!

MySVA Sign Up


https://studentveterans.my.site.com/login
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Benetits of joining our
UAGC SVA Chapter

« Access to the opportunities provided to Chapters via strategic partnerships, including
programming, internships, events, certificate programs, webinars, scholarships, and careers.

« Access to leadership and professional development curricula and programs, including
Washington Week, Regional Summits, the Leadership Institute, NatCon, and other programs
developed with SVA partners, such as the VFW-SVA Legislative Fellowship.

« Engagement in online networking and support forums, including the Chapter Leader Forum
(Facebook) and the Student Veterans Professional Development Community (Linkedin).

« Advocacy support related to student veteran issues on campus and at the campus, local,
state, and national level. Campus support includes connecting Chapters with local networks,
working with campus administrators, and providing resources that support working with
student government. On a national level, support includes direct policy advocacy for various
relevant legislative issues.

« Access to the Chapter Toolkit to be used as a guide when applying best practices for
managing your Chapter.

UAGC SVA Events-Around the
Community

In partnership with the UAGC STAR events team and the UAGC
Military Alliance Team, we set up and met students to volunteer and
lay wreaths together in locations across the country.

Laying wreaths at the Biloxi Melissa Galaise at the Machele Ruiz and UAGC Chandler
National Cemetary with Daniel  Pike's Peak National Arizona team came together to
Allen, Military Alliance Manager,  Cemetary. lay wreaths at the Valley of the
Laurissa Armstead, SVA Chapter Sun National Cemetary.

Advisor, and Chivas Mathews,

Chapter Vice President

Wreaths Across America
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Machele Ruiz shares why
Wreaths Across America is
near and dear to her heart!

Wreaths Across America has been dear to my
heart. Since 2010, | have been visiting my son,
who is buried at Fort Sam Houston National
Cemetery in Texas. Seeing the outpour of
others taking the time to attend this event is
terrific, as it honors those who served and
ensures they will always be remembered, even
during the holiday season. | cannot visit my
son around the holidays and lay a wreath on
his headstone, but | know someone is there to
take my place and say his name out loud while
laying his wreath. | also do the same for those
who cannot attend their loved ones at Valley
of the Sun in Chandler, Arizona. If you have
never volunteered at Wreaths Across America,
| suggest doing so. It will also bring comfort to
your heart as you honor a fallen hero and
comfort a family member who cannot do so
themselves.

Letter Writing to Veterans

Annual Event

The letter writing event was a success! We held our
first ever letter writing workshop and invited all
students, staft and faculty. 61 Letters were mailed to
the VA healthcare system Ohio and distributed
before the holidays. ]—f;re is some what the Chief of
voluntary services for the VA had to say about the
impact these letters have on their veterans:

* A Lasting Impact: Many Veterans will cherish your
letter, reading it whenever they need a reminder that
someone cares. This small but meaningful gesture can
make a big difference in their outlook.

* Recognizing Their Continued Value: Beyond their
time 1n service, your letters show Veterans they’re still
valued and appreciated. You're helping to build a
bridge of su port and understanding that extends well
beyond medical care.

* Respect for Each Veteran’s Beliefs: Please remember
to keep your letters neutral on religious or political
topics so that every Veteran can feel respected and
welcomed by your words.

HI FRIEND,

vE
)l THINGS FOR YOU. I HOPE THAT
YOU ARE WARM, IIAPPY AND
ULL OF JOY. PLEASE ENJOY MY
TWORK AND WORDS. I HOPE IT

erance have written the stories that future
u remind us of every day of what it means to be

FEQUESHLETLENTHOR AT resilient, devoted, and deeply honorable.

2024 First Annual
Memorial Day Walk

\

In May 2024 we partnered with the UAGC S.T.AR.
program to host our very first memorial day walk.
Our Chapter challenged UAGC SVA members and
university faculty and staff to walk a mile or more to
recognize our fallen heroes. They were asked to

submit a picture either of themslelves or their
screenshot of their mileage tracker (smartwatch,
fitbit, etc.). We had heartwrming response to the
event and wil lIbe hosting the Memorial Day Walk
again in May, 2025. Lookout for more information
coming soon.
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Chivas Mathew reflects on his year with
UAGC SVA

— " =l e S oy
As we conclude a year of remarkable achievements, | am excited to present the 2024 end-of-year report
highlighting the activities and accomplishments of the Vice President's role in our chapter's success. The
commitment and dedication of each member have been vital in driving our initiatives forward, and it is
with immense pride that | share our collective efforts.

Key Accomplishments and Involvement:

Membership Growth: Spearheaded initiatives contributing to reaching a membership milestone of over
1,000 members, fostering a robust and inclusive community.

Event Coordination: Guided the organization of the "Bring a Buddy" event, promoting engagement and
strengthening community bonds through participation incentives and interactive activities.

NatCon Experience Sharing: Participated in the 16th Annual Student Veterans of America National
Conference, collecting valuable information from over 30 companies to support UAGC students’ career
goals, resulting in a transition from a club to a chapter. Actively shared insights from the NatCon
conference, inspiring members with strategies for chapter growth and resource acquisition.

Program Development: Led the planning and execution of diverse programs, including webinars and
workshops, to enrich the educational and professional lives of our members.

Career Support: Collaborated in initiatives leveraging platforms like USA Jobs and VA Outreach, enhancing
members’ access to career opportunities and professional networks.

Recognition and Motivation: Played a crucial role in member recognition through events like the Fall 2024
Virtual Commencement Ceremony, ensuring our graduates’ achievements were celebrated with SWAG
and chapter support.

Community Involvement

Organized the first UAGC SVA "March Madness” Bracket Competition and the first UAGC SVA Fantasy
Football league, fostering community engagement and camaraderie among students.

Scribed and participated in various organizational meetings, contributing to UAGC internal
decision-making processes.

Volunteered for National Wreaths Across America Day, helping place over 2000 wreaths on veterans'
headstones, promoting community remembrance and honoring fallen heroes.

Academic Achievements

Dean List Recipient x2

Received a Certificate of Course Completion from the Forbes School of Business and Technology®
Leadership team, acknowledging academic accomplishments in Bachelor of Arts in Human Resource
Management and Master's in Human Resource Management proams. Continued ~7\
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Chivas' Reflection Continued

Mentorship and Career Coaching

Engaged with various mentorship programs provided by UAGC, Recruit Military, and FourBlock, gaining
strategic career insights and professional guidance for future endeavors.

These highlights reflect the Vice President’s dedication to advancing our chapter's goals and fostering
an environment where student veterans thrive. The successes of 2024 underscore the importance of our
collaborative efforts and the vibrant spirit within our community. Overall, 2024 was a year of significant
growth, community building, and professional advancement, setting a strong foundation for future
achievements in 2025.

Looking Ahead:

The experiences and accomplishments of 2024 set a strong foundation for continued growth. In 2025,
the focus will be on expanding our impact, leveraging innovative strategies to enhance member
engagement, and fostering collaboration across various platforms and organizations. My goal for 2025
is to have one meeting or social with at least 20 attendees.

Thank you for your unwavering support and enthusiasm. Together, we are creating a lasting legacy that

empowers every member to achieve their fullest potential.

With appreciation and excitement for the future,

Chivas Mathews
Vice President,
UAGC Student Veterans of America Chapter

INATCON Experience

This year, we had the incredible opportunity to bring four outstanding student veterans
from the UAGC SVA community to the National Conference (NatCon) on scholarship.
These members were able to attend one of the largest gatherings of student veterans,
gaining invaluable experiences, networking opportunities, and insights into leadership
and advocacy. Their presence at NatCon not only highlighted their personal growth
but also reinforced the strength of our community. We are proud to invest in their
journey and excited to see how they will use what they've tearned to continue making
an impact here at UAGC and beyond.

Learn more here: NATCON



https://studentveterans.org/programs-events/national-conference/
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NATCON Reflection-Danny White

As an active UAGC Student Veterans of America (SVA) chapter member, | was excited to attend SVA
NATCON 2025 in Colorado Springs. Being a CHAMPS Mentor and engaging with my fellow student
veterans on campus has already been rewarding, but the conference truly opened my eyes to even
more opportunities and resources that can support our community.

The conference, with its inspiring theme and incredible location, featured sessions that ranged from
leadership to networking and understanding the resources available to veteran students. The
discussions around engaging with veteran students in person and virtual environments were
particularly valuable. These conversations sparked new ideas for enhancing engagement and
creating a more connected community within the UAGC SVA chapter. Additionally, learning more
about the various scholarships and funding opportunities available through SVA helped clarify the
resources at our disposal. | now feel better equipped to share this information with others and help
them take full advantage of the opportunities that can support their academic and personal
growth.

For me, the experience was also about personal growth. Attending the conference reminded me of
the importance of staying connected to my veteran roots. I've always been motivated by the sense
of community and camaraderie in the military, and it was inspiring to see how much of that spirit is
alive in the SVA network. Networking with fellow veterans and hearing their stories made me reflect
on my journey. I've walked away from the conference with renewed energy to continue my
education and career path in a leadership role, particularly in technology and supporting fellow
veterans.

As for how | plan to apply this experience, I'm excited to bring back what I've learned to our UAGC
chapter. 'm more motivated than ever to continue mentoring new students and helping create a
supportive environment where they can thrive. 'm eager to stay engaged in future SVA events and
conferences. These experiences have fueled my drive to contribute more to our community and
bring more awareness to the resources available to student veterans.

Overall, the SVA NATCON was a fantastic experience. It helped me grow professionally and
connected me with like-minded individuals who share a passion for making a difference. I'd
encourage other veterans to attend in the future. It's a great way to learn, network, and be part of a
community that supports each other.

Danny White

Marine Veteran

UAGC SVA Member
CHAMPS Mentor
NATCON Attendee 2025




NATCON Reflection-Melissa Galaise

My name is Melissa Galaise and | and the founding Executive Administrator of our UAGC SVA
Chapter and | started participating many years ago when we were the Military Support and
Leadership Club. Attending the 2025 SVA National Convention (NatCon) was a great experience for
me. This year it was located in Colorado Springs, which is where | currently live, so | was excited to be
able to attend with minimal travel time. There is always a little apprehension at first when | attend
SVA events as a military spouse, but | quickly learned that we are all part of the same military family,
and we are all welcome. | attended various sessions that each focused on different topics from
mentorship to creating a personal brand to uplifting miliary spouses, children, caregivers, and
survivors. | was able to connect with other military affiliated students during these sessions and |
have met the most impressive people. There were students were both from traditional brick and
mortar schools and other online universities so there was mix of backgrounds and experiences
among the attendees. When you bring a group of military connected students together, the
camaraderie and community is undeniable. It has only been a few days, and | am already looking
forward to attending next year. My goal is to continue to help grow our chapter and make is an
outstanding example for other online universities. With the connections | made and the knowledge
and encouragement | have received, this goal seems well within reach.

Melissa Galaise

Army Spouse
UAGC SVA Executive Administrator

CHAMPS Student Success Program
Coordinator

NATCON Attendee 2025
SVA Leadership Institute Alumni

NATCON 2025 Reception and Melissa Galaise at the 2024 Regional
Ball Summit in Denver Colorado
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Final Thoughts - Laurissa Armstead

This has been one of the most rewarding opportunities and | am honored to support our military
connected community and the UAGC SVA Chapter. | want to thank you for being part of this
amazing journey and | am beyond excited to see where we go from here. Whether you volunteered,
participated, or simply showed up to support, you've played a vital role in our success. | am beyond
proud of what we have achieved as a community and | can't wait to see the chapter continue to
grow. If we haven't met | would be more than happy to connect, you can find my contact
information below.

We have many projects in the works for 2025 and look forward to working with new cabinet. We
can't wait to roll out our SVA Mentoring program through CHAMPS Peer Mentoring. More information
will be available soon.

A special Thank You

We want to extend a special thank
you to the individuals at UAGC
that made this chapter possible.

Are you a volunteer? Log gour
hours with the UAGC SVA Chapter

SO We can apply for the 2025

Presidential Service Chapter Award.
Must be actively enrolled with ,
Ashley Kirwan , thank you for your

mySVA. :
unwavering  support.  Heather

Log your Volunteer Hours Here Maxson, thank you for supporting
and bringing so much knowledge

to our chapter. Conan Stanley and

Stephanie Cowsert thank you so
much for the contintued support,
without you we wouldn't be where
we are today.

Contact Information:

UAGC SVA: Join on UAGC Connect
Facebook: Join Here

Email: militaryclub@uagc.edu or
Laurissa.Armstead@uagc.edu

Advisors: Laurissa Armstead & Machele Ruiz

The appearance of U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) visual information does not imply or constitute DoD
endorsement. The use of military-affiliated images does not imply endorsement of the Department of Veteran
Affairs (VA).


https://www.uagc.edu/student-experience/peer-mentoring
https://connect.uagc.edu/hub/uagc/groups/military-support-and-leadership-club/about?showBack=true
https://uarizona.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1UiLu718WPzztjM
https://www.facebook.com/groups/UAGCchamps
mailto:Laurissa.Armstead@uagc.edu



